
Dear Parents and Students, 

We at Gehlen Catholic School would like our students’ time away from school to be as 

productive as possible. One way to do this is to have you read, which will help you perform 

better across the curriculum. Thus, while we cannot be in the school building, we are going to 

allow all students to take AR tests at home. We are including the steps you will need to follow in 

order to take those tests. 

We ask that our students continue to follow the AR guidelines established by their teachers. That 

means you should read AR books that will average within your ZPD level, and the books should 

be in an appropriate Interest Level for your grade level. For example, first graders should take 

AR tests over books that are labeled Lower Grade (LG). If teachers request their students read a 

book multiple times before testing, then we ask that students continue to do that. 

The books in our Gehlen library are labeled appropriately, so you may be wondering how you 

will know if your books at home, the books from a free online site, or the books you get from the 

Le Mars Public Library (either online or via call, if you have a library card,) are at the correct 

level. We recommend the website called AR Bookfind at the following link: 

https://www.arbookfind.com/. Parents and students can use the site to type in the titles they’d 

like to read. You will then get information about the book to help you with the ZPD level, 

Interest Level, as well as information about the story. Students will be locked out of taking tests 

at an inappropriate Interest Level for their age. You also may not take tests between 10 PM – 7 

AM. 

Once the student has finished reading the book, he/she can take an AR test over it by logging 

into https://hosted379.renlearn.com/143999/ . The students should know their user name and 

password. If not, they may email their teacher for that information. You may also obtain that 

information from Mrs. Carolyn Bickford, cbickford@gehlencatholic.org. For most students, the 

user name should be their first initial with last name – no spaces. Passwords should be first and 

last initial with your lunch code. If you login 3 times incorrectly, Mrs. Bickford will have to be 

notified to unlock you, or the program will not allow you to take a test. 

In keeping with our protocol, we ask that parents supervise the student’s test taking time, just as 

teachers do in their classrooms. If students do not have their reading log at home, they can make 

one of their own to keep track of their percentages and points earned. Since teachers can access 

the AR website to track the progress of their students and possibly send comments about their 

students’ progress, you need not notify teachers when your child takes a test. 

Our teachers use various rewards for students as they achieve their 25%, 50%, 75%, and 100% 

goals. Since we are at the start of the 4
th

 quarter, we recommend that parents help their children 

establish their AR goals for the quarter. You might also want to discuss some possible rewards as 

they work toward that 100% goal. These rewards need not be monetary. Some possible rewards 

could be choosing their favorite meal for lunch or supper, being allowed to eat something for 

breakfast that they usually aren’t allowed, having control of the TV remote control for the 

evening, extra video game or movie time, selecting the family game of the night, getting to stay 

up an extra hour, allowing your youngster to give you a new hairstyle, helping them make an 
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indoor fort and maybe having an indoor campout, getting to redo their bedroom in the way they 

wish, etc. Brainstorm with your child to hear some of their wishes for rewards. You could even 

make a graph to track your progress toward your goal and put it where everyone can see how 

well you are doing! 

Remember, students need to take their AR tests within 48 hours of finishing their book. That way 

they’ll be testing comprehension. After 48 hours, it becomes long term memory instead. Some 

students may be asked to take the vocabulary test over their story. It’s perfectly fine to allow 

that; it’s not part of their points. Renaissance Learning believes it is important that students score 

85% or better on their AR tests. Perhaps one way to ensure this would be to have them tell the 

parents the story in their own words. It allows you to hear their progression through the story and 

enjoy their story along with them. 

If you do not have books on hand or a card for the public library and are unable to get one, we 

have listed some possible online website where students can read books for free. Books can also 

be purchased through various websites, or you can share books among friends. Let us know if 

you have other ideas so we can share them. 

Best Websites with Free Online Books for Kids (some are not free) 

 Oxford Owl 

 Project Gutenberg 

 Internet Archive 

 Storyline Online 

 International Children’s Digital Library 

 Open Library 

 Amazon’s Free Kids Ebooks 

 Barnes & Noble Free Nook Books for Kids 

 Mrs. P’s Magic Library 

 Google Book 

 Smashwords 

 Blurb 

 Scribd 

 Wattpad 

 Bookish 

 Goodreads 

 Library of Congress 

Happy Reading! 


